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but I could not entrust him with the secret. Now that
my opportunity has come, I have known very well
how to make use of it, and I have done a great service
to your masters."
And with that Cesare left him, and, calling his cap-
tains about him, rode down into the town to put an
end to the horrors that were being perpetrated there.
Immediately upon the arrest of the condottieri,
Cesare had issued orders to attack the soldiers of
Vitelli and Orsini, and to dislodge them from the
castles of the territory where they were quartered,
and similarly to dislodge Oliverotto's men and drive
them out of Sinigaglia. This had been swiftly ac-
complished. But the Duke's men were not disposed to
leave matters at that. Excited by. the taste of battle
that had been theirs, they returned to wreak their
fury upon the town, and they were proceeding to
put it to sack, directing particular attention to the
wealthy quarter occupied by the Venetian merchants,
which is said to have been plundered by them to the
extent of some twenty thousand ducats. They would
have made an end of Sinigaglia but for the sudden
appearance amongst them of the Duke himself. He
rode through the streets, angrily ordering the pillage
to cease; and, to show how much he was in earnest,
with his own hands he cut down some who were in-
solent or slow to obey him. Thus, before dusk, he had
restored order and quiet.
As for the condottieri, Vitelli and Oliverotto were
dealt with that very night. There is a story that
Oliverotto, seeing that all was lost, drew a dagger and
would have put it through his heart to save himself
from dying at the hands of the hangman. If it is true?
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